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ady and St. Gerard’s News

Week Ending: 19th December 2025

School breaks up for the Christmas Holidays on Friday 19" December (3:15pm)
and will reopen in the New Year on Monday 5" January 2026

“We Wish You a Mervy Christmas and a Happy New Year”

Dear families,
As we draw 2025 to a close, | wanted to send out a few messages of thanks and some updates.

We are blessed to have a really strong parish-school-parent community here at Our Lady & St. Gerard's. These links
are going from strength to strength with more parents getting involved in our PTA and Parish events and supporting
our school in any way they can. As the Headteacher and Chair of the PTA, | can honestly say that any help and
support you can give is REALLY appreciated. Thanks to all the ‘Elves’ who helped to prepare our grotto and gifts
recently. The children had a lovely time, thanks to your kindness. A big thank you to the Tree Warriors who turned
up with spades, wheelbarrows and wellies to help us plant 150 saplings! We have had several charity fundraising
events and PTA fundraising events which have all been really well supported. Our PTA bingo raised an amazing
£1359.33 - thanks to all those who supported this! The charities and PTA are always extremely grateful for any
contributions and donations made. Thank you all for all your kindness and support during the Autumn Term.

| also feel very blessed to have an amazing, dedicated and passionate team of staff who continually go above and
beyond for our children. As the old saying goes, ‘It takes a village to raise a child’ and every member of our team
show this commitment every day in the work that they do. In addition to all the usual school learning, we have also
shared joy through...

Nursery singalong

Reception Nativity x2

KS1 Nativity x 2

KS2 Carol Concert

Christmas dinner

Y4 singing at Lostock Lodge

Y5 singing at New Day Church Food Hub

Y6 singing at Regenerage

350 (ish) visits to see Santa

All Hallows’ visit to school — Christmas Roadshow
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We have now completed another phase of our outdoor plan! Many of you will know that we have already worked
on our Reception play area, our trim trails, playground markings, Peace garden & allotment, field drainage, car park,
improved fencing between school and church - and now our security system and canopy at the main entrance is
complete. We will keep you updated when our next phase is approved. As part of our commitment to sustainability,
we already have solar panels, recycling, composting, water butts and we have achieved Level 5 (the highest level)
RHS School Gardening Award, due to the work we do in the Peace Garden. We have just had LED lighting installed
across the school to help us cut our energy costs and reduce our carbon footprint.

This year has also been the start of our Forest School journey! Our Reception and Year 1 children have enjoyed using
the outdoor spaces to learn about nature, improve their wellbeing and learn important skills. This ties in with our
school improvement priority which is to increase opportunities for active learning. We have just had lots of Cross-
Curricular Orienteering boards put around school so that children can take their learning outdoors, reduce sitting
time and create learning memories. We will have a launch day on 7th January - more details to follow.

Thank you all, once again for your ongoing support. Have a peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year. We will see
you all on 5™ January.

Best wishes,
Miss Harvey & the OLSG Team



Christmas Jumper Donations: If you have Christmas jumpers your ’ oL ies S TN ' S L Y
children have outgrown, please donate them to school for those 2 Mern y Christinas -t
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children who do not have one to use next year. We will be collecting @
in January. Many Thanks

School Admissions
Reception class applications close 15t January 2026.

Apply online: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-

place/

Please remember to apply for a reception class place for your Nursery class child. Although your child
may attend our Nursery class you will still need to apply for a Reception class place in our primary school
through the Lancashire admissions process.

Love, Inspire, Shine

United in Love and the light of Jesus, we inspire one another to learn, grow and shine
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How to book:
1. Receive your 16 digit voucher code from
HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES via email
2.Log into your Holiday Activities account using
the link www.holidayactivities.com/login FOOTBALL
3.Add your child's details to your account,
including any relevant information

4.Book your sessions & confirm! J “.“:"-1 ka 'JOin
: ' -Ti G

AXE
THROWING

By QUALI

(£ T 0 iR
| Sempem

5

Spots fill fast = Signup
via our booking websit
- e TN

&

o

: ouT %



Participant Registration Form

Active Lifestyles Programme ] % ‘ —

School: OurLady&St
Gerard's Primary Name of Farent/Carer

Spring 1 = ) & Year Group: Y&
Thursday 8™ Jan — Dr Bike AM & PM . Time: During the day AM & PM
Wednesday 14™ Jan — AM Tots on Tyres
Wednesday 21t Jan — AM Tots on Tyres
Wednesday 28 Jan - AM Tots on Tyres
Wednesday 4™ Feb — Scootsafe AM & PM
Wednesday 11" Feb -BikeFix AM & PM
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Scoot Safe
rof A tun, safety based training programme for
eeks. Your child will work d scooter riders. Your children is invited to
batance bike and pedal bike. amin I's sohaol 10 take part in the free on the dates below.
School: OurLady & St ! T . % School: OurLady&st
Gerard’s Primary { ! School; Ourlady&st \ Gerard’s Primary
s 0 Gerard’s Primary £ .
Year Group: Reception R SUNS g ¢ Year Group: Y3
\

Time: During the whole day

Time: Duringthe school day ! E Time:During the day AM & PM
. ol |
Date Thursday 8th January 2026

Wednesday [
Date: January 14™21%,28th -AM Date: wednesday February 4th

Pedalling
Setting off unaided

* Dr Bike, we triage the bikes from our van outside and check over any bikes brought in; punctures, loose nuts and
bolts, loose or broken brakes etc, we can usually get through around 20 bikes in a morning or afternoon. We offer
this to the whole school, but the preference is to work on the bikes that will be used at Bikeability ideally so the
students will have a working roadworthy bike before they attend the BA session, if we have time we will also work
on any other bikes brought in.

* Tots On Tyres is for Reception class and we usually take 6 out at a time, 20-30 minutes per group. If your child has
their own bike helmet, it would be helpful for them to bring them in.

* Scoot Safe is for Year 3’s, the first session is 45/60mins of theory in the classroom followed by fun activities on the
scooter in the playground for the 2" session. We have 4 scooters to lend and some helmets, it’s better if as many
pupils as possible organise to bring/acquire their own helmets and scooters. If you need to borrow a scooter or helmet
— please speak to your class teacher as soon as possible.

* Bike Fix is for Year 6 Bikeability, we demonstrate how to fix a puncture, they split off into groups and have a go at
fixing a puncture themselves, we also discuss other ways to check their bike over before a bike ride.

* Bikeability involves first morning on the playground delivering Level 1, if the riders are competent and pass Level 1
they will progress to Level 2 where we go out in the afternoon onto quiet roads. Day 2 is L2 all day on slightly more
busier roads, a more advanced and progressive session. If any of the students do not complete L1 on day 1 they will
not be able to progress onto L2. Please let us know if your child will need to borrow a bike and/or a helmet if they do
not own their own but wish to take part (there is a limited supply of about 4 or 5 bikes and a few more helmets)

Please also note that if any bikes are considered unroadworthy or pupils are considered not competent enough after
Level 1 to go out on the roads, unfortunately they will have to stay in school.



Christmas Holiday Sports Camps & Activities

LOOKING FOR THINGS

TO DO THIS WINTER?

HOLIDAY ACTIVITY AND FOOD PROGRAMME 2025
WINTER IN LANCASHIRE: EAT. PLAY, REPEAT!

CHRISTMAS

) & TUESD
EEBRUARY HALF TERM
H FEB
EASTER
TU H TO FRI10TH APR

SUMMER

t——
Sean me to find out more, or |
penwortham footballacademy call in to your local Family Hub. o L
f Penwortham Football Academy m_}>>> e —— E‘:.,"”“""
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https// penworthomfootballacodem:

: PENWORTHAM FOOTBALL
ACADEMY

“WINTER HOLIDAY.CLUBS. *

£ 9:00am - 1:00pm
Scan or click

that your child
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EWEE  click orvisit; drinks
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&00-715 * Adventure e Campfires *
« Games * Activities

* Sleepovers ¢ Visits

» Badges Fun

T Lestosk Hall Scout Hut
Moss Lane, Lostock Hal,
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C a m PS Venues:

Cuerden Church Primary School, PRS 6ED
Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd December

Kingsfold Primary School, PR1 8HJ
Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd December

Halloween Parties, Scooting, Archery, UV
Sports, Dodgeball, and so so much more....

Cost per day: £14.00
Cost per block: £28.00

Dodgeball, P ookiog WIait
dance, scooting, bl
cycling, glow sport
soft axe throwing,

Drop off 8.30am - 9am
archery and much

Pick up 4.30pm - 5pm

All children 1§
Provided with a
heaithy lunch

iy
AMILY
fun Day

2ND JANUARY 2026
@ LOSTOCK HALL ACADEMY

v

Start the New Year with laughter, games, and great
memories as you enjoy three zones of family fun at
Lostock Hall Academy!

WHATS HAPPENING: X THE DAY?
* Laser Tag Arena PS5 Gaming Stations. * Wheelbarrow Races
Vi Ganing Area Fun Team Chaenges
 And mare faily campetions!




Holiday List 2025 - 2026

Autumn Term 2025
INSET
School Opens

Half-term:

Close

Reopen

School Closes for Christmas

Spring Term 2025
School Opens

Half term:

Close

Reopen

School closes for Easler

Summer Term 2025

School Opens
School closed for Bank Holiday

Half-term:

Close

INSET

INSET

Re-open

School closes for Summer
INSET

INSET

190 days

Monday 1% September 2025
Tuesday 2nd Seplember 2025
(Years 1o 6. Reception start Wed 3%)

Friday 24" October 2025,
Monday 3¢ November 2025
Friday 19 December 2025

Monday 5th January 2026

Friday 13% February 2026
Monday 23 February 2026
Thursday 2 April 2026

Monday 20th April 2026
Monday 4th May 2026

Friday 22" May 2026
Monday 1st June 2026
Tuesday 2™ June 2026
Wednesday 3 June 2026
Friday 171 July 2026
Monday 20" July 2026
Tuesday 21*' July 2026

HOLIDAYS/ABSENCES DURING TERM TIME ARE NOT PERMITTED EXCEPT
IN "EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES" AT THE DISCRETION OF THE
HEADTEACHER



