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Trace, copy and
replicate
(and then check)

Drawing around
the word to show
the shape

This is probably the most common strategy used to leam spellings.

Look: first lock at the whole word carefully and if there is cne part of the word
that is difficult, lock at that part in more detail.

Say: say the word as you lock at it, using different ways of pronouncing it if
that will make it more memorable.

Cowver: cover the word.

Write: write the word from memory, saying the word as you do so.

Chech: Have you got it right? If yes, try writing it again and again! If not, start
again — look, say, cover, write, check.

This is a similar leaming process o 'look, say, cover, write, check’ but is about
developing automaticity and muscle memaory.

Write the word out on a sheet of paper ensuring that it is spelt comectly and it
is large enough fo frace over. Trace over the word and say it at the same time.
Move next to the word you have just written and write it out as you say it. Tum
the page over and write the word as you say it, and then check that you have
spelt it cormecily.

If this is easy, do the same process for two different words at the same time.
Once you have written all your words this way and feel confident, miss out the
tracing and copying or the tracing alone and just write the words.

The splitting of a word inte its constituent phonemes in the comect order to
support spelling.

Writing the words linked to the teaching focus with speed and fluency. The aim
is to write as many words as possible within a time constraint.

Pupils can write words provided by the teacher or generate their own
examples. For example, in two minutes write as many words as possible with
the /i phoneme.

This can be turmed imto a variety of competitive games including working in
teams and developing relay race approaches.

Draw around the words making a clear distinction in size where there are
ascenders and descenders. Look carefully at the shape of the word and the
letters in each box. Mow try to write the word making sure that you get the




This strategy is all about making a word memorable. It links to meaning in
order to try to make the spelling noticeable.

Drawing an image
around the word

fou can't use this method as your main method of leaming spellings. but it
might work on those that are just a litle more difficult to remember.

This strategy is useful where the vowel choices are the challenge in the words.
Write the words without the wowels and pupils have to choose the comect
grapheme to putin the space. For example, for the word feld:

This method of leaming words forces you fo think of each letter separately.

You can then reverse the process so that you end up with a diamond.

Other methods can include:

= Rainbow writing. Using coloured pencils in different ways can help to make
parts of words memorable. You could highlight the tricky part s of the word
or write the tricky part in a different colour. You could also write each letter
in a different colour, or write the word in red, then overlay in crange, yellow
and so on.

= Making up memorable ‘silly sentences’ containing the word

= Saying the word in a funny way — for example, pronouncing the “silent’
letters in a word

= Clapping and counting to identify the syllables in a word.







adverbs to
sequence
events within
the tale.

KPI 11b: Use of
conjunctions
to link ideas
and parts of a
sentence.

KPI 12: Use of
prepositions to
demonstrate
William (he).

KPI 13: Fronted
adverbials +
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Composition

Vocabulary, grammar and
punctuation

As above and:

Create complex sentences with adverb
starters e.g. Silently trudging
through the snow, Sam made his
way up the mountain.

Use commas to mark clauses in complex
sentences.

Create sentences with fronted adverbials
for when e.g. As the clock struck
twelve, the soldiers sprang into
action.

Create sentences with fronted adverbials
for where e.g. In the distance, a
lone wolf howled.

Use commas after fronted adverbials.

Identify, select and use determiners
including:

= articles: a/an, the

- demonstratives : this/that;
these/those

- possessives:
my/your/his/her/its/our/their

- quantifiers: some, any, no, many,
much, every

Use inverted commas and other
punctuation to indicate direct
speech e.g. The tour guide
announced, “Be back here at four
o’ clock.”

Identify, select and effectively use
pronouns.

Use nouns for precision, e.g. burglar
rather than man, bungalow rather
than house.

Explore, identify, collect and use noun
phrases e.g. the crumbly cookie
with tasty marshmallow pieces.

Explore, identify and use Standard English
verb inflections for writing e.g.
We were instead of we was. | was
instead of | were, | did instead of |
done. She saw it instead of she
seen it.

Use apostrophes for singular and plural
possession e.g. the dog’s bone
and the dogs’ bones.

Composition

As above and:

Planning

Read and analyse narrative, non-fiction and
poetry in order to plan their own
versions.

Identify and discuss the purpose, audience,
structure, vocabulary and grammar
of narrative, non-fiction and poetry.

Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g.
story mountain, text map, non-
fiction bridge, story board, boxing-
up text types to create a plan.

Drafting and Writing

Develop settings and characterisation using
vocabulary to create emphasis,
humour, atmosphere, suspense.

Plan and write an opening paragraph which
combines setting and character/s.

Improvise and compose dialogue,
demonstrating their understanding
of Standard and non-Standard
English.

Generate and select from vocabulary banks
e.g. adverbial phrases, technical
language, persuasive phrases,

alliteration.

Use different sentence structures (see VGP).

Use paragraphs to organise writing in
fiction and non-fiction texts.

Use organisational devices in non-fiction
writing, e.g. captions, text boxes,
diagram, lists.

Link ideas across paragraphs using fronted
adverbials for when and where e.g.
Several hours later..., Back at
home...

Evaluating and Editing

Proofread to check for errors in spelling,
grammar and punctuation.

Discuss and propose changes to own and
others’ writing with partners/small
groups.

Improve writing in light of evaluation.

Performing

Use appropriate intonation, tone and
volume to present their writing to a
range of audiences.

Transcription

Spelling

As above and:

Use further prefixes, e.g. in-, im- ir-, sub—,
inter—, super—, anti-, auto-.

Use further suffixes, e.g. —ation, - tion, —ssion,

—cian.

Investigate what happens to words ending in f
when suffixes are added, e.g.
calf/calves.

Identify and spell words with the /k/ sound

spelt ch (Greek in origin), e.g. scheme,

chorus.
Identify and spell words with the /[/ sound spelt

ch (mostly French in origin), e.g. chef,

chalet, machine.

Identify and spell words ending with the /g/
sound spelt —gue and the /k/ sound
spelt —que (French in origin), e.g.
tongue, antique.

Identify and spell words with the /s/ sound
spelt sc (Latin in origin), e.g. science,
scene.

Understand how diminutives are formed using
e.g. suffix - ette and prefix mini-.
Investigate ways in which nouns and adjectives
can be made into verbs by the use of
suffixes e.g. pollen (noun) and —ate =

pollinate (verb).

The /1/ sound spelt y elsewhere than at the end
of words, e.g. myth, gym, Egypt.

Use the first three letters of a word to check its
spelling in a dictionary.

Write from memory simple sentences, dictated
by the teacher, that include words and
punctuation taught so far.

Explore and use the possessive apostrophe, e.g.
boy’s books (books belonging to a boy)
and boys’ books (books belonging to
more than one boy).

Spell words from the Year 4 list (selected from
the statutory Year 3/4 word list) - see
below.

Handwriting

As above and:

Use a joined style throughout their
independent writing.

Write with consistency in size and
proportion of letters, e.g. by
ensuring that the
downstrokes of letters are
parallel and equidistant; that
lines of writing are spaced
sufficiently so that the
ascenders and descenders of
letters do not touch.
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